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RC Ch mate Change Centre
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J r ENntermational Federation first
guaessed climate change in 1999. It was
'ccm ded in the annual World Disasters
BRREDPOIE at the 27th International
o enference of the Red Cross and Red
= (Crescent, where a commitment was made
- to study the impact of climate change on
— the frequency and impact of disasters.
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SHRZ001 the Intermational Federatlon In
s0llabpration withithe NEthEfands Red Cross,
sicdlISHEM therRed CoSsTREC fEeSCeNnt Cllmate
Nuke 1R TThe Hague. The centre supports
JJ, onal Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,

aruicularly in developing countries, to decrease

it e Vulnerability of people hit by the negative
_;;*;;elmpac S OfF climate change and extreme weather
= events




WHY.the concern?

BNENNternational Federationsisicencerned abolit
bENIlmanitarian IMmpPacts of climate; change.
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F‘J]m:' gngensrarntmanitarianIssteras much
gsNISian enviionmental and economic one. The
IH" 9lethardest hit by these effects of climate
s ange willl be the world’s most vulnerable; the

& poorest people in the poorest countries where

I —_——
e T e _
-

=

= = economies are heavily dependent on industries

—

vulnerable to changes in climate ( such as
agriculture and fishing) and where communities
already struggle to address the needs resulting
from natural disasters.
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Sivpaiiimplications of Climate. (;hanqe
for trs Red CrosstMoyvement,

fnvr' 25ed number of weather related dlsasters =

0 'atens capacity to cope at all levels — coping

S ithrextreme weather events.

= mreatens livelinoods eg; Loss of traditional
' Knowledge

o Health implications — of disasters, disease
distribution and frequency, heat stress, nutrition




e — N

SPRIENtiall to fuel confilict eg; GIaC|ers
(‘J‘_)Sf“_) e lh1C) A ——————

Jl ses Increased migration: (internally: &
e termally).

BEfireatens work towards Millenium
”‘*?Ba evelopment Goals.

- 8 ncreases the number of people needing
assistance overall.




only op't'lon for meeting this challengenis; to
Jnvm IAvdisaster risk reductioninumaking -
communities strongeifand more resilient in the
flrgele Bce: We are fiast ap roachlng a PoInt
WhETErtHETRErTatiORgI ComIMURMT WOt 19e
rqu 0 ﬁnd enoughimoney to reactively respond
WORHE INCreasing freguency and intensity of
mr lidlfdisasters and extreme weather brought
,_rlc Yy climate change.
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_f'f’The RC/RC Climate Centre "Preparedness
~ for climate change” program supports

National Societies in developing countries
to improve their understanding of the
negative impacts of climate change.
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SREAGIiic countries are considered amongstithe s
WeHd s most vulnerable to the impacts of
Sifiate change. Many. of the inhabited! atolls are
vary aelfrovkcipeklowe higep oo telagclalo ghsliinle)s
SIGEoy lagoons or the open ocean. hese
petiensihiave expressed feeling threatened by
I5INEISea Ievels and changes to weather
S ernsi and extremities.

g?%e Red! Cross Societies in the Pacific have a
= growing| concern for the impact this is having on
the people they serve.
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PAGIEIC RED CROSS WORKING [OIN™ =
SINMATE CHANGE:

ERSEiearand fuvaltfRed Cross Secieties [ead the way with
piieprejects which has been funded with assistance
i the Canada Fund, Japanese Red Cross, IFRC and
”5“ RIEClimate Centre. The project began with a capacity

=D Jilding component ; increasing knowledge and
_::fﬂﬁterpretatlon of climate change science within National
— Societies.

- ® Splomon Islands, Tonga, Kiribati and Cook Islands Red
Cross Societies have taken on the RC/RC Climate
Centre’s ‘Preparedness for Climate Change’ program,
which involves up to 4 integral steps.
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PREPAREDNESS FOR CLIMATE
STAT GE 4 STEPS.

lHAlS i oIves a workshop for staft and volunteers on
slIIIiae ClanNge Impacts and adaptation, as well as
Jlnlﬁ armetwork withr ether actors Workmg on climate
sgilderslich as government departments, including the
MECOIiice and environment ministry, as well as NGOs.

B A document assessing how climate change is likely to

- -_—wﬂmpact the country, as well as disaster risk reduction and
— — the work of the National Society is produced and

= distributed.

3. A regional meeting is attended.

4. Develop activities that address climate risks in the
context of regular programs and priorities of the National
Society.
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/ avaliondga Red Cross Soae;cy got

Ivelved? =

J r RCS has signea’ up;fior this p}?)gfam
JECAUISE thiere has been observed changes
Jn—~ e community, particularly in the outer

i5lands, and are related to climate change.

.:Tﬁlso an mtegral part of “Disaster
Preparedness”, which is one of the
fundamental services of the RC/RC
Movement.
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WIHACTRCS is doing2s

SMIRES IS up to step 2 now of the program
WiIeNS Wiiting up of a background
lc SUment on climate change and disaster
=T sk ieduction in Tonga.

e

= %0t has also started integrating climate
change in other programs of the National
Society, such as first aid training and other
community awareness trainings.
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opportunities;
SNBlINEtE CHande also Provides
gppErtlnities to reinvigorate TRCS work,
"ecially oni disaster risk reduction.
forces uUs to ask the question, what can

we do: differently, more or better?
‘o It also reinforces the network between

TRCS and other climate chapge
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stakeholders, such as the Ministry of
Environment and other NGOs.




2.of the plans for the

IiPIEMENT Step 4 of the “Preparéd_ness for
(“Jm changer pregram.

BRBEEOmE more active in simple adaptation
‘thods suchias educating children on what to
= & o/in emergencies, planting trees and
_:-' =mangroves along the coastal areas.

~ 8 Also provide assistance in more complex
adaptation steps such as early warning systems,
building foreshores, earthquake-safe
construction and urban planning.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

SNEWVoerK el all' the climate change stakeholders,
Igietional and regional levels.
J Or ier National Societies in the Pacific to join the

C/ RC Climate Centre’s “Preparedness for
2 _;'f:_'fcllmate change™ program.

= - & Climate change is here, therefore we need to
~ pre-empt its impact and we need to act




