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CSO Forum, October 13th 2007, 
Nukualofa, Tonga.







• Insert picture Tapairu







A regional double goal

• To improve the 
quality of life of 
People living with 
HIV and AIDS, 
and those 
affected by the 
virus

• To improve 
prevention by 
facilitating 
messages 
delivered by 
People living with 
HIV and AIDS





Key Focus & Objectives

• Positive Living
• Positive health
• Positive Action & 

Prevention
• Positive 

Partnership
• Positive 

Investment

• Awareness & Care
• Access to 

Treatment
• Advocacy
• Building Support 

groups
• Reduction of 

poverty





Some of the results…

• AIDS 
Ambassadors

• Public personal 
stories

• Hardship Grant for 
PLWHA

• 9 Public HIV 
positive Pacific 
islanders

• 4 films

• + $30,000 raised; 
20 patients on ARV 
in Fiji



• Pan Pacific 
Conference

• Pacific Voice

• Review of 
legislation in the 
Pacific Islands

• +400 people 
gathering

• IAC, APLF, AC, 
PIRCCM…

• 12 brochures/audio



Adults and children estimated to be living 
with HIV/AIDS as of end 2003
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By end of 2003By end of 2003more than more than 3 million 3 million dieddied
40 million people living with the virus 40 million people living with the virus 

around the world.around the world.
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Issues

• Growing: *2*5

• Feminising: +54%; 
risk >4

• Hardship

• Discrimination

• Poor legal protection

• “Coconut wireless”
effect

• Low testing

• Low treatment access

• No Cure & Vaccine

• No Political Int.  
Lobbying





Linkages

• Trade

• Regionalism

• Economic 
development

• Foreign Affairs

• WTO & Purchase of 
pharmaceutical (generics)

• Bulk Purchase Power

• Employment 
Acts/Unemployment.  
Poverty/no Cash

• Free circulation of people, 
access to education, jobs, 
health services, residency



• Energy

• Education/ 
Schools/Community

• Women/Gender

• Pacific values

• ART

• Information & 
Behaviours, fears, 
discrimination & risks  

• Vulnerability; 
feminisation; 

• Violence; Exclusions; 
Silence ; Family; 
coconut wireless ; 
“domination”; diet



• Indigenous 
property rights

• Self-determination

• Good governance

• Traditional medicine; 
cure; vaccine 
research.

• People first, loss of 
land, ability to 
choose;

• Sustainability & 
management of 
limited resources. 





Gaps in the response…

We need…
• Committed and sustained leadership 

commitment
• Commitment in funding and resources
• Increased women-focused interventions



Gaps in the response…

• Access to sustainable supply of quality 
condoms

• Sustainable action to anti-retroviral treatment

• Long-term funding for the purchase of ART

• Legislative changes to protect from 
discrimination, support good testing practices, 
job security



Gaps in the response…

• An enabled environment that responds 
with care and compassion to PLWHA

• HIV-specific training for health care 
workers, counsellors, and other service 
providers. 

• Greater united action by civil societies.
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Steven Vete, UNAIDS- APLF.  



United to build an AIDS-Free 
Pacific

• CARE & SUPPORT

• LEGAL 
PROTECTION

• TREATMENT

• TESTING & 
CONDOMS 



United to build an 

AIDS-Free Pacific!

MALO AUPITO !


